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CONNECTED TO EDMONTON 
-- innovative internet project inspires passion for the city 

by Kate Leighton 

*Richard Skermer encourages people to share their ideas and opinions about the city at connect2edmonton.ca 

They say change comes from within, and while it may be true for the everyday person, it’s also true for the spirit of a city. Richard Skermer is the executive director of Promote Edmonton and co-founder of Connect2Edmonton.ca, an online community whose mission is to give a voice to Edmontonians who want to be heard and participate in the future of Edmonton. 

In 2004, while living and working in Seattle, Skermer came across an online forum about the buildings and architecture of Edmonton. Inspired by what he read, he started a group called promote-edmonton.com. Kenn Bur, communications director at the Edmonton Economic Development Corporation (EEDC) approached Skermer with a list of 600-700 people who were interested in what was then called the Edmonton “Booster Club” and suggested the two forces merge. Together they formed Connect2Edmonton.ca. The EEDC, the City of Edmonton, Chamber of Commerce and the Edmonton Regional Airport Authority came together to form a steering committee and help with funding for a server. 

“We didn’t like the words “booster club” at all,” explains Skermer. “We wanted substance; a true microcosm of what’s happening in the city, good and critical. [The site] was supposed to be an agent for change in the city. The steering committee organizations have zero editorial power. They can’t ask for things to be removed or enforce direction. This is a citizen’s mouthpiece. Even the mayor has no say.” 

The Connect2Edmonton.ca website has forums, articles, news, polls, and contests. There are currently more than 300 registered users and thousands of “lurkers” (individuals who view the forums and visit the site without actually registering). *Note as of this post (16August) there are 395 registered! Moderators help keep the peace, ensure inappropriate material isn’t posted and help enforce the rules of forum etiquette. Skermer’s goal is to have at least 1,000 registered members by the end of the third quarter, 2006. 

Is Edmonton ready to embrace an online forum of its own” Skermer believes there’s no better time than now. “This forum is definitely needed. When you look at where the city is now, one thing that stops people from participating and speaking publicly about what’s important to them and showing up at events is that they don’t have time. At our site, people can have anonymity and speak out any time—day or night.” 

Visitors to Connect2Edmonton.ca are, indeed, speaking out. “People love posting their opinions and there are a ton of ideas,” says Skermer. Some of the hot topics on the site include discussion of downtown revitalization, improved transportation and LRT expansion. 

Richards Skermer’s pride in Edmonton and its citizens is clear. “Our slogan is ‘Go Ahead, Share Your Passion.’ If people want a place to speak out, this is the place. The City, city councillors, and newspaper columnists are watching. The City wants to see good ideas and see citizens champion and support them before they make them happen. With this online community, people can make things happen.” 


GET CONNECTED 

Edmontonians have the opportunity to showcase their writing and opinions by submitting a column to Connect2Edmonton.ca. It has to be topical, informative and be accompanied by a photo. Visit www.connect2edmonton.ca for more information.
