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News Release                Oct. 10, 2006
Edmonton’s hottest topics on C2E 
— New online community is home to over 500 members, 10,000 postings

This month’s top-10 discussion topics among Edmonton enthusiasts were announced today by Connect2Edmonton.ca (C2E), Edmonton’s popular new online community.

Launched on March 30, 2006, C2E is an innovative and interactive online community encouraging global discussion and collaboration on any Edmonton-themed subject.  

C2E has already grown to 523 members in at least nine countries including Sweden, Russia, Germany, Japan, China, Australia, U.K., U.S. and Canada. The site’s forum is very active, with 10,300-plus postings organized into four broad topical areas: Edmonton’s Image, Growing Edmonton, Life in Edmonton and Regional Issues, plus a C2E features area.
Here’s a sample of topics important to Edmonton enthusiasts this past month:

1. Does Edmonton need a brand?

A passionate discussion triggered by guest columnist Kelley Kehn’s excellent article examining this important question. 
2. Windermere development plan
Artist renderings of a new “urban village” retail centre have been posted in this discussion forum and C2E members provide feedback on this new development planned for 170 Street south of Riverbend.
3. Guest column: Mayor Stephen Mandel
C2E members respond to Mayor Stephen Mandel’s recent C2E column encouraging every citizen to become involved in helping to raise Edmonton’s profile.

4. Downtown businesses needed
A growing list of retail and restaurant businesses are suggested that would thrive in a downtown location – and in turn re energize the downtown district of the city, attracting tourists and residents alike.
5. Need for architectural icons
Re-emergence of discussions around Edmonton’s small-scale icons and the need to develop new, world-scale venues and infrastructure to set the city apart visually.
6. Museum design discussion 
C2E members are voicing their concerns over design, costs and opportunity for public input in the redevelopment plans for the Royal Alberta Museum. This discussion transitions into an examination of Edmonton versus Calgary based PC leadership candidates. 
7. High Level Bridge waterfall
Spirited debate about the benefits of the High Level Bridge waterfall and suggestions on how to enhance this attraction even further to attract tourists and create a city icon.
8. Jasper Avenue on a Friday night
Members report seeing the genesis of a second entertainment district downtown aimed at a slightly more adult crowd than Whyte Avenue; a welcome development, not only for downtown but also for the more adult patrons.
9.  Dangerous crosswalks
Both pedestrians and drivers are talking about the dangers of Edmonton’s cross-walks. Requests range from the need for standard configurations to closing redundant locations too close fully traffic-lighted intersections that already serve the purpose.
10.  West entrance to the city
Suggestions abound around improving the city’s west entrance to make 100 Avenue and Stony Plain Road more hospitable from 170 to 149 Street. Ideas include city land purchases, a MacKinnon Ravine freeway, modern condo communities, continued business improvements and hopes for future LRT expansion. 
C2E was conceived and funded by Edmonton Economic Development Corp., with promotional support from Edmonton Airports, Edmonton Chamber of Commerce and the City of Edmonton.  It is an autonomous, non-political, member-led organization supported by a cadre of pro-Edmonton volunteers and representatives from partner organizations. Membership is free.
Visit www.connect2edmonton.ca to join Edmonton’s global revolution.
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