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News Release          Nov. 15, 2006
Connect2Edmonton announces top-10 topics for November

— C2E now home to 670 members, 14,000 postings … and bold ‘Great Ideas’ contest
This month’s top-10 list of discussion topics among worldwide Edmonton enthusiasts was announced today by Connect2Edmonton (C2E) -- www.connect2edmonton.com -- Edmonton’s popular new online community.

C2E is an autonomous, non-agenda global community that encourages intelligent discussion and positive collaboration on any Edmonton-themed subject.  It is a member-led organization with a cadre of dedicated pro-Edmonton volunteers. Edmonton Economic Development Corp., Edmonton Airports, the City of Edmonton and the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce offer promotional support.  Membership is free and open to everyone.
Here’s a sample of topics important to Edmonton enthusiasts this past month (the exact name of the online thread is included for easy reference):

1.  ‘Great Ideas for A Greater Edmonton’ Contest Forum – C2E’s bold new contest, ‘Great Ideas for a Greater Edmonton,’ is attracting many interesting new ideas – large and small – to escalate Edmonton’s profile, reputation and presence.  A random draw will be made at the C2E booth at the Shaw Conference Centre Open House event at 2:30 p.m. on Nov. 18. C2E will announce a top-10 list in December of all ‘Great Ideas’ collected.
 

2.  Even MORE High Speed Rail – Debate continues on this ever-controversial topic as members discuss whether the investment to build a high-speed train between Edmonton and Calgary would be a positive enhancement for Edmonton and Alberta … or a waste of taxpayers’ money. 

 

3.  What should be the next major transportation project for Edm – As the City of Edmonton plans some major transportation reconstruction including the rehabilitation of the Quesnell Bridge and the Whitemud/Terwillegar drive interchange, the question is posed as to which projects should take priority for Edmontonians.  Interestingly, neither of the above two projects are on the minds of our members!
 

4.  What’s Next in the Hopper for EAA at YEG – With Edmonton growing at an unprecedented rate, C2E members discuss the lack of foresight in airport planning. Improved transportation, a major cargo centre, more retails stores, increased parking and enhanced direct flight service are all on the minds of C2E members as they look to the future of aviation in Edmonton. 

 

5.  Opening soon...Anthony Henday Drive at Gateway Blvd – The transportation theme continues with considerable excitement around the much-needed and anticipated new section of Anthony Henday Drive between Terwilligar and Gateway Blvd. 

 

6. Alberta PC leadership candidates– Jim Dinning pulls out as the strong leader in C2E’s own leadership race poll. Members debate policy and discuss their unimpressed attitude towards the candidates and their policies, stressing their desire for vision and strong leadership.

 

7.  Passing of the Central Pentecostal Tabernacle – With the destruction of the Central Pentecostal Tabernacle pending, this thread discusses whether preserving non-historic, but interesting buildings should be included in a new architectural plan for the city. 

 

8.  Sobeys on 104th – Members speak up with enthusiasm for new retail establishments and condo developments in the downtown core including the redevelopment of the old Cecil Hotel site into a Sobeys. Optimism is high that the ‘ghost town’ feel of downtown after hours will soon be a thing of the past.
 

9.  New Downtown Arena & Two New Office Towers – Rumours abound about whether a new sports arena is in the works for downtown Edmonton. With the rumours come many questions including location, transportation, funding and future plans for Rexall Place.
10.  Mandel blamed for failed municipal reform – Edmonton’s decision to leave the Alberta Capital Regional Alliance (ACRA) and compete for future upgrader projects touched off a nerve with many C2E members.
C2E has already attracted 673 members in at least 20 countries including Australia, Azerbaijan, China, Columbia, Dubai, England, Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, Russia, Taipei, Turkey and the United States. The site’s forum is very active, with 14,000-plus postings organized into four broad topical areas: Edmonton’s Image, Growing Edmonton, Life in Edmonton and Regional Issues, plus a C2E Features area.
Visit www.connect2edmonton.com to join Edmonton’s global revolution … and visit the C2E booth at the Shaw Conference Centre Open House on Nov. 18.
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